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Motivators 
Is BVD control a part of your herd health plan? 
If yes, what is the main reason for including it?
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It's not part

Yes, it is a requirement of
my buyers

Yes, Red Tractor Standards
recommend it

Yes, I am part of a CHeCS
accredited scheme

Yes, herd performance is
better if my herd is free of
BVD



Benefits of eradication
Have you seen an improvement in herd health since engaging with the 
BVD eradication programme? If so, what?
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Biosecurity
What BVD biosecurity measures do you have in place already? 
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Double fenced boundary

Closed herd
Vaccination

Test all incoming cattle
Quarantine all incoming cattle

Other (please state)
None of the above



Vaccination
Have you had to restart a vaccination course because of timing issues?
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Tag testing
Have you used ear tag testing, and if so which animals are tested?
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I don’t use tag and test



Surveillance (Scotland)
Have you had a not-negative BVD test result, if so what was the impact?
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Not had one

Retested and achieved BVD negative status

No impact

Tested animals individually to sell

Found a PI



Surveillance (Wales)
Results presented at BCVA Congress, Oct 2018



The fate of PIs
What do you do with identified PI animals?
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Cull immediately

Try to rear to slaughter weight with
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Isolate and try to rear to slaughter
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PI retention (Northern Ireland)
Have you ever knowingly retained a PI animal? If yes, what was the 
outcome? 
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Animal reared to slaughter weight

Animal had to be treated for other conditions

Animal died/put down before productive size

Not known



PI retention (Northern Ireland)
If you retained PI animals did you do so because… and would you do so 
again?
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Animal looked healthy

I doubted the result

I had previously successfully reared PIs to
slaughter

Another farmer advised me

I haven’t retained any/had any 



PI retention (Northern Ireland)
What measures do you think should be used to encourage the disposal of 
PIs?
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Herd restrictions while PIs are retained

Disclosure of the details of retaining herds to
their neighbouring herds

PI removal support payments

Farm Quality Assurance penalty for retaining
herds

Dairy/beef processor disincentives for retaining
herds

Follow-up contact with herd owners by trained
advisors

None of the above



Trojan PIs (Northern Ireland) 
Have you purchased any pregnant cattle in the past 12 months?
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